
  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethiopia	  –	  Explore	  &	  Study	  Tour	  
May	  18–30,	  2019	  

	  



Itinerary 

 
Tour Title Ethiopia – Expolre and Study  
  
Duration 10 days/ 9 Nights 
Transport Flight & Drive  
Accommodation Lodges & Hotels 

 
 

 

This trip will be educational and exploring.  
For a deeper understanding of Ethiopia, the following topics will be exclusively lectured 
by local academic experts to the travel group:	   

• Demography as a starting point to explore the future of Africa’s second largest country  
• Sustainable development and investment in Ethiopia 
• How does Ethiopia plan to develop and what are the plans to look for partners? What is 

the role of China, US and European countries? 
• Migration safety and stability (including history and culture) 
• Investor security 
• Infrastructure and health care provision 
• Water politics in East Africa and dams 
• Visit of an important railway infrastructure project (Djibouti – Addis Ababa) including train 

ride Dri Dawa – Addis Ababa 
• Agriculture and re-forestation (special focus on coffee, vegetables, flowers and wine 

yards)  
 

Beside provision of this country knowledge the travel group will discover the 
following attractions in Ethiopia: 
 
• Addis Ababa  
• Lake Tana monasteries and Blue Nile Falls 
• Beles Hydro Power Plant 
• Ancient Gondar Castle and Lalibela Rock Hewn Churches 
• Simien Mountain National park (with up to 4 hours hiking) 
• Farms (winery, flower…) 
• Schools & healthcare facilities and hospitals 
• Wine farm at Ziway  

 
 
Costs: 
This trip costs € 2’800 plus € 300 for single room occupancy (participants 6-8) 
                       € 3’100 plus € 300 for single room occupancy (participants 4) 
This tour will be a package starting from the airport in Addis Ababa until the return from 
Dire Dawa on day 10 (May 18-27, 2019). 
 
 



 
The following services will be included in the package; 

• Accommodation with full bord base  
• All domestic flights and ground transport / 4 flights, Minibus and 4X4 drive to visit  

Beles Hydro Power Plant 
• Professional English speaking guides, local guides and lecturing experts  
• All entrance fees 
• Lecture hall 
• Bottled Water 
• Boat on Lake Tana 
• Government tax 
• Commission of organisation  

 
 

 

 

Arrival at Bole International Airport, Addis Ababa and visiting the National Museum where 
Lucy is.  

Addis Ababa was founded by Emperor Minelik II at the end of 19th 
century. Since then it became an important diplomat city particularly 
after the foundation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) later 
changed to Unity. The city is referred as the little Ethiopia because 
of its metropolitan character.   

After lunch, you will proceed to Ziway. In the late afternoon you will 
have a private briefing on Ethiopia and its neighbouring countries 
by Swiss Ambassador Daniel Hunn.  

Drive – 3h  

 

 

In the morning we will discover some birds around Lake Ziway and proceed for the visit of the 
Castel Winery. 

The Castel Winery is run by a Castel Group which is the 
3rd largest wine producer in the world and the 2nd largest 
beer and soft drinks business in Africa. Right after the 
visit we drive back to Addis Bole International Airport 
Terminal 1 for the flight ton Bahir Dar. Upon arrival, 
depending on the time of arrival we may discover some 
sites before we go to the hotel.   
 
Drive – 3h   Flight – 1h 

 

Day 1 Addis – Ziway Alt. 1750m 

Sat 18 May 2019 Haile Resort  Temp. 27/16°C     

Day 2 Ziway - Bahir Dar Alt. 1850m 

Sun 19 May 2019         Kurifu Lodge Temp. 31/18°C  



 

 

 

 

Today we drive around 70 km gravel road out of Bahir Dar to visit Tana Beles Hydropower Plant 
which is the run-of-river hydroelectric power plant in Ethiopia that produces 460 MW electricity.  
In the late afternoon we drive back to Bahir Dar and 
visit one of the private hospitals in the city (Gamby 
Hospital & Medical College).  

Due to favorable conditions in Ethiopia (water power, 
wind power, photovoltaics, geothermal energy) for  
power generation the country avoids exploiting and 
importing fossil fuels as much as possible. As Ethiopia 
is a quickly developing country, the demand of 
electricity grows by 30% each year. This results in a very dynamic situation with lots of power 
plants being planned simultaneously or being under construction. 

Drive – 4h 

 

  

 

  
In the morning drive to Simien Mountains National Park. On the way we visit the Old Capital of 
Ethiopia with its Royal enclosure and Debre Birhan Sellasie Church which is known for its wall 
painting.  

Gondar is a Royal and ancient historical city of Ethiopia. It is a 
home of many Emperors and princes who lead the country 
from the 12th c. to the last decades of the 20th c. To mention 
just a few, Emperor Suseneos, E. Fasiledes, Empress 
Mentewab, Eyasu I, Tewodros II etc. The main site, Royal 
Enclosure, dubbed the Ethiopian Camelot is not a single 
castle, but instead is the name given to the entire complex of 
the castles and the palace in the area.  

Then after we drive to Simien Mountains for overnight. 

 Drive – 5h 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 Bahir Dar  Alt. 1850m 
Mon  20 May 2019         Kurifu Resort Temp.32/18°C 

Day 4 Bahir Dar – 
Simien  

Alt.3620m 

Tue 21  May 2019 Lodge Temp. 21/11°C 



 

 

 

 

The whole day will be dedicated to visit the park with the 
possibility of 4hours walk to see the beautiful landscape 
along with endemic animals like Gelada Baboon and 
some birds. By late afternoon we drive back to the 
Lodge for overnight.  

Simien National Park- in northern Ethiopia is a 
spectacular landscape, where massive erosion over 
millions of years has created jagged mountain peaks, 
deep valleys and sharp precipices dropping some  
1,500 m. The park is of global significance for 
biodiversity conservation because it is home to globally threatened species, including the iconic 
Walia ibex, a wild mountain goat found nowhere else in the world, the Gelada baboon and the 
Ethiopian wolf. As the result it is one of UNESCO registered world heritage site in Ethiopia. 

Drive – 3h  Walk – up to 4h 

 

 

 

Early in the morning we drive back to Gondar airport for the 
flight to Lalibela. And upon arrival in Lalibela we will be transfer 
to the hotel for lunch and in the afternoon we visit the famous 
rock hewn churches of Lalibela. 

Rock-Hewn Churches of Lalibela are the 11 medieval rock 
churches curved out form the living rock. These 12th century 
churches are situated in a mountains region in the heart of 
Ethiopia near traditional village with circular shaped dwellings 
called Gojo. The site is the sacred place for Ethiopian 
Orthodox followers and considered as the New Jerusalem.  

Drive – 2h   flight – 30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Day 5 

 
Simien National 

Park 

 
 
Alt. 3620m 

Wed 22  May 2019 Lodge Temp. 23/11°C 

Day 6 Simien – Lalibela  Alt. 2500m 
Thu  23 May 2019 Hotel Temp. 28/14°C 



 

 

 

 

In the morning drive to visit the famous built up Yimrhane Kirstos 
Monestry which is one of Ethiopia’s best preserved late Aksumite 
churches, and is named for the twelfth-century Zagwe priest-king 
and Saint. It is a set in a spectacular landscape of juniper trees 
located inside a large natural carven on a hill in the northern 
Ethiopia, predating the famous Lalibela by lamost a century. 

After lunch we visit the rest of Lalibela churches and late afternoon 
drive up on the mountain for the scenic view and a short walk. 

Drive – 3h   

 

 

 

 

 

Flying back to Addis on day 8 staring from the same day 
afternoon our schedule will be the new train to or from 
Addis/ Dri Dawa. This trip will be an hour flight and 8 hours 
train to cover the 446km from Dire Dawa to Addis or vice 
versa.  

The Addis Ababa – Djibouti Rail is a new standard gauge 
international railway that serves as the backbone of the 
new Ethiopian National Railway Network. The railway was 
inaugurated on January 1, 2018. It provides landlocked 
Ethiopia with access to the sea, linking Addis Ababa with 
Djibouti and its Port of Doraleh. More than 95% of 
Ethiopia’s trade passes through Djibouti, accounting for 70% of the activity at the Port of Djibouti.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7 Lalibela Alt. 2500m 

Fri 24 May 2019 Hotel Temp.  28/15°C 

Day 8 - 10 Lalibela – Addis 
Ababa – Dire Dawa 

Alt. 2300 

Sat 25 - 27 May 2019 Hotel - Departure Tem. °C 



	  

 

 

May 30   Addis Ababa  

 

    WDA Expert Meeting  
    “Entrepreneurship in Ethiopia: Hidden Tool to Unlock gthe Demographic Dividend” 

    (In partnership with Novartis Social Business, The David and Lucile Packard Foundation, Jobs  
    Creation Commission, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia & Swiss Embassy in Ethiopia) 
 

 

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, with an estimated population of almost 110 
million, is already the second most populous country on the African continent. Like many other 
sub-Saharan African countries, Ethiopia’s population size is expected to more than double by 
the end of the century. To unlock the demographic potential resulting from such population 
dynamics, Ethiopia needs a thriving economy. Besides other factors, such as health, education 
and infrastructure, entrepreneurship could be the key to help Ethiopia meet its economic 
ambitions. Globally, entrepreneurship is one of the biggest sources for job growth and economic 
development. It taps into the collective intelligence and problem-solving skills of the local 
population and increases their standard of living, as real needs are addressed in often 
innovative ways. Entrepreneurship does not have to mean starting multinational corporations, 
as self-employment remains the most common form of entrepreneurship. No matter the size of 
the venture, its success typically depends on access to skills, access to a network, access 
financial capital and the existence of good health as a prerequisite.  Based on the above, this 
expert meeting will address the question of whether entrepreneurship indeed constitutes 
Ethiopia’s hidden tool to unlock its demographic dividend. In addition, this meeting should be a 
starting point for exchange and network building between national and international 
communities committed to the vision of the value of entrepreneurship to develop a country. 

Program (as of March 10, 2019)  

• Expert inputs  

a. Driving Forces of Demography in Ethiopia: Past, Present, Future : Professor Assefa 
Hailemariam, Associate Professor, Institute of Population Studies 
Addis Ababa University 

b. Jobs are the Future for Ethiopia : Ephrem T. Lemango (MD, MA), Commissioner, Jobs 
Creation Commission, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

c. Jobs and Migration : Tsion Tadesse Abebe, Senior Researcher, Migration Programme, 
Institute for Security Studies, Addis Ababa 

d. Access to health care to grow a economy : Expert TBC 

e. The Impact of Entrepreneurship on Business & Society (20 min): Expert TBC 

 
 
 



• Case studies on entrepreneurship best practices from Ethiopia  

f. Gamby Hospital & Medical College, Bahir Dar : Gebeyaw T. Kassa MD, MPH, MSc, 
Cofounder and General Manager  

g. TBC : TBC 

h. TBC: TBC 

• Workshops with three parallel working groups on the future of entrepreneurship in Ethiopia  

§ How to succeed – the view of entrepreneurs 

§ How to succeed – the view of investors 

§ How to succeed – the view of the youth  

• Report out from the three working groups, next steps & conclusions  

• Reception in the Swiss Embassy 
 

  



	  

	  

Facts about Ethiopia  

• Official Name: Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 
• Head of state:  President Sahelework Zewdie since 2018. 
• Head of government: Dr. Abiy Ahmed since April 2018 
• Capital City: Addis Ababa 
• Location: Ethiopia is located in the northern part of Africa 

known as the ‘Horn of Africa’. It is bordered by Djibouti and 
Somalia to the east, Eritrea to the north, Sudan to the west, 
and Kenya to the south. 

• Geographic coordinates: Ethiopia extends from 3o – 15o north of the equator, and 33o– 48o east 
of the Greenwich Meridian. 

• Area: -1.14 million Sq.km. 
• Demography 

o Total population: about 110 million 
o Population growth rate: 2.73% /year 
o Population density: 72.5 per sq.k 
o Life expectancy  

§ Male: 62 years 
§ Female:69 years 

• Languages:  Four major language families which altogether constitute about 80 languages  
o Official Language: Amharic 
o English is also widely spoken in business transactions, particularly in banking and 

insurance firms. It is also the -medium of instruction in secondary and higher education 
institutions. 

• Predominant Religions: Christianity and Islam 

• Form of State: Federal, comprising the Federal Government, nine Regional States and two 
chartered cities 

• National Legislation: Bicameral parliament; the house of peoples’ representative and House of 
federation  

o Election: Every five years. 

• Altitude: It ranges from 148 meters below sea level at the Dallol Depression, in the east, to 4620 
meters above sea level on the Ras Dashen in the north. 

• Climate: Temperate in the highland and hot in the lowland. Temperature ranges from 20oC to 
30o Rainfall ranges from 200mm to 2000mm per year. 

• Time Zone: GMT+3 
• Rainy seasons: Ethiopia receives big rains in June, July, and August; and small rains in 

February and March. 
• Currency: 

o Currency unit: Birr 
o 1birr= 100cents 
o Currency notes: 1, 5, 10, 50, and 100Birr. 
o Copper coins: 1,5,10,25, and 50 cents 
o Foreign currency can be exchanged at the Airport on arrival, at banks, or licensed hotels  

  

 



 

 
History- Ethiopia’s colorful and fascinating history may be said to be about 4.4 million years old- the age 
of ‘Homo RamidusAfarensis’, the world’s oldest known upright walking hominid. 
Ethiopia is known to have had one of the longest ruling dynasties of the world: The Axum Empire that 
started in 3rd century BC lasted till 1974. The first king of the Axum dynasty is said to be Cush, the 
grandson of Noah, or Menelik I, the son of Queen Sheba and King Solomon and the last emperor was 
Haile Selassie whose rule ended in 1974. 
Christianity came to Axum through the Saint Frumentius during King Ezana’s reign in the 4th century AD. 
The Axums managed to remain good Christians even after the rise of Islam and the waves of Islamic 
armies that emerged from Mecca in the 7th century. 
After Haile Selassie was deposed in 1974, the kingdom was plunged into military dictatorship with 
Mengitsu taking charge. He introduced very radical political and economic policies. In 1991, Mengitsu 
was forced to flee the country. 
However the after effects of the World War 2 resulted in Ethiopia’s course as an independent nation 
which continued, although the province of Eritrea remained under British control until 1952 when it was 
federated with Ethiopia, a result of a plebiscite, organised by the UN. 
The new government inherited six million people facing famine, a shattered economy and no funds. 
Presently, Ethiopia is regaining back its financial position and improving relations its neighboring 
countries. 
  

Geography -Ethiopia is situated in northeast Africa, in the area known as ‘The Horn of Africa’. It is 
bordered by Eritrea, Sudan, South Sudan, Kenya, Somalia, the self-proclaimed separatist territory of 
Somaliland, and Djibouti. Encompassing an area of 1,104,300 sq km (426,372 sq miles), it is roughly 
twenty times the size of Switzerland and is completely landlocked. 
The central area is a vast highland region of volcanic rock forming a watered, temperate zone surrounded 
by hot, arid, inhospitable desert. The Great Rift Valley (which starts in Palestine, runs down the Red Sea 
and diagonally southwest through Ethiopia, Kenya and Malawi) slices through the central mountain 
ranges. The escarpments on either side of the country are steepest in the north where the terrain is very 
rugged. 
Within the country there is a huge diversity in altitude. The highest point is at Ras Dashen in the Simien 
Mountains, which at 4,543m (14,905 ft) is Africa’s 10th tallest mountain. The lowest point is inside the 
Danakil Depression which reaches 125m (410ft) below sea level. To the south, the landscape is generally 
flatter and much of the east and southeast is taken over by semi-arid scrubland. Although mass- 
deforestation has been a problem since the Middle Ages, the lowlands are still noted for their verdant 
evergreen forests. Ethiopia is home to four major river systems, the most important being the Blue Nile 
which begins at Lake Tana.  
Economy -  The Ethiopian economy is dominated by the agriculture and services sectors-with each 
accounting for about 45 percent of gross domestic product (GDP), leaving only about 10 percent for 
industry, of which manufacturing accounts for about 6–7 percent. Exports are highly concentrated, with 
coffee alone accounting for more than 60 percent of the total. Moreover, Ethiopia could hardly be located 
in the international market for manufacturing exports, having an industrial export share much less than 
the already minuscule median for Africa. The limited change in the structure of the economy, especially 
with regard to manufacturing, is partly explained by the low levels of investment flows and the sluggish 
growth of the private sector, which was too little to affect its historically low share in labor-intensive 
manufactures.  
Ethiopian Calendar- While much of the world marks the passing of days according to the Gregorian 
calendar, Ethiopia has its own calendar, which is also known as the Ge’ez Calendar. Based upon the 
ancient Coptic Calendar, the Ethiopian Calendar is seven to eight years behind the Gregorian calendar, 
owing to alternate calculations in determining the date of the annunciation of the birth of Jesus. 
The Ethiopian Calendar has 12 months of 30 days each, plus five or six additional days (sometimes 
known as the 13th month), which are added at the end of the year to match the calendar to the solar 
cycle. 
The year is currently 2010, according to the Ethiopian Calendar. Ethiopia celebrated the millennium at 
midnight on September 12, 2007. The year 2011 began in Ethiopia on September 11, 2010 of the 
Gregorian calendar. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Contact: 
Dr. Hans Groth 
World Demographic & Ageing Forum (WDA Forum) 
Kornhausstrasse 18 - P.O.Box 2239 
CH-9001 St. Gallen - Switzerland 
Mobile +41 79 400 48 60 
E-Mail hgroth@wdaforum.org 
www.wdaforum.org 

 


